I told you that a syllable is a part of a word.
Now, can you tell me what a letter is?
If you do not know what a letter is, I must tell
you.
A letter is the picture of a sound such as we make
when we speak or read; and that sound is a word,
or a part of a word.
But I have told you before that it is not such a
picture as a picture of a horse, or the picture of
a cow or of a house; because the picture of a
horse looks like a horse, but the picture of a
sound does not look like a sound.
It is more proper to say that it is a mark which
stands for a sound than to say it is the picture of
a sound; but I call it a picture because I think you
will understand it better.
Now, I wish you to look at the words which you

read, and see that some of them have but one part,
or syllable, and that some of them have two,
three, four, and more syllables.
And if you look at the syllables, you will see that
some of them have but one letter, some have two
letters, some have three, four, or more letters in
them.
And one thing more I wish you to see, when you
read in this book, or when you read anything else;
and that is, that some of the letters which belong
to some syllables do not stand for any sound in
the word, but that the word is pronounced as it
would be without such letters in them.
The word which is spelled s e a is pronounced as
if it were spelled se ; but it always must be
spelled with an a, although the a is silent, or has
no sound in the word.
And the word which we call det is spelled
d e b t ; but the b is not sounded, and therefore
it is called a silent letter.

Now, if you will try to remember what I have told
you about these silent letters, I think you will be
able to read very well, in a short time; and I
suppose you will be very glad when you are able
to read pretty stories in books.
The silent letters which are used in spelling many
words are very puzzling to little boys and girls,
when they are learning to read; but I hope that
the good little boy or girl who is now reading
this lesson will try very hard to recollect how
all the words are spelt; and that the teacher will
require every pupil to be able to spell every word
that is read. By so doing, the pupil will learn to
read much faster, and in a short time hard words
will cease to trouble him.

