
McGuffey Reader Sound Key 

McGuffey Reader Sound Key, Original, and a version organized by 40L with modern sound naming conventions 

	
Long	sounds	
	
ā	 āte	
â		 câre	
ä		 ärm	
a̤	 a̤ll	
ē		 ēve	
ẽ	 hẽr	
ī	 īçe	
ō	 ōde	
ū	 cūbe	
o͞o	 fo͞ol	
	
Short	sounds	
	
ă	 ăm	
ĕ	 ĕxĭt	
ĭ	 ĭn	
ŏ	 ŏdd	
ŭ	 ŭp	
o͝o	 lo͝ok	
	
Diphthongs	
	
oi,	oy	 	 oil,	boy	
ou,	ow		 out,	owl	
	
Subvocals	
	
b	 băt	
d	 dĭd	
ḡ	 ḡāme	
j	 jet	
n	 nīne	
m	 mŏm	
ng	 hăng	
v	 văn	
th	 thĭs	
z	 zo͞o	
r	 rŏck	
w	 wē	
y	 yĕt	
l	 lămp	
	
	
	
	

	
Aspirates	
	
f	 fīre	
h	 hĭm	
k	 kīte	
p	 pĭg	
s	 sŭn	
t	 tŏp	
sh	 shē	
ch	 chăt	
th	 thĭck	
wh	 whȳ	
	
Substitutes	
	
ạ	for	ŏ		 whạt	
ê	for	â	 	 thêre	
e	for	ā	 	 feint	
ï	for	ē	 	 polïçe	
ĩ	for	ẽ	 	 sĩr	
ȯ	for	ŭ		 sȯn	
o̤	for	o͞o	 to̤	
ọ	for	o͝o	 wọlf	
ô	for	a̤	 	 fôrk	
õ	for	ẽ	 	 wõrk	
ụ	for	o͝o	 fụll	
ṳ	for	o͞o	 rṳde	
ũ	for	ẽ		 bũrn	
ȳ	for	ī	 	 flȳ	
y̆	for	ĭ	 	 my̆th	
	
c	for	k	 	 căn	
ç	for	s	 	 çite	
çh	for	sh	 çhāise	
ch	for	k	 chāos	
ġ	for	j	 	 ġem	
n	for	ng	 ĭnk	
s	for	z	 	 ăs	
s	for	sh	 sŭgar	 	
x	for	gz	 exact	
gh	for	f	 läugh	
ph	for	f	 phōne	
qu	for	k	 pïque	
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Short	sounds	
	
ă	 ăm	
ĕ	 ĕxĭt	
ĭ	 ĭn	
ŏ	 ŏdd	
ŭ	 ŭp	
o͝o	 lo͝ok	
	
Diphthongs	
	
oi	 oil	
ou	 out	
	
Voiced	consonants	
	
b	 băt	
d	 dĭd	
ḡ	 ḡāme	
j	 jet	
n	 nīne	
m	 mŏm	
ng	 hăng	
v	 văn	
th	 thĭs	
z	 zo͞o	
r	 rŏck	
w	 wē	
y	 yĕt	
l	 lămp	
	
	
	

	
	
Unvoiced	consonants	
	
f	 fīre	
h	 hĭm	
k	 kīte	
p	 pĭg	
s	 sŭn	
t	 tŏp	
sh	 shē	
ch	 chăt	
th	 thĭck	
wh	 whȳ	
	
Substitutes	arranged	
	
ạ	for	ŏ		 whạt	
ê	for	â	 	 thêre	
e	for	ā	 	 feint	
ï	for	ē	 	 polïçe	
ȯ	for	ŭ		 sȯn	
ô	for	a̤	 	 fôrk	
	
ẽr	 	 sĩr	
	 	 wõrk	
	 	 bũrn	
	
o͞o	 	 to̤	
	 	 rṳde	
	
o͝o	 	 wọlf	
	 	 fụll	
	
ȳ	for	ī	 	 flȳ	
y̆	for	ĭ	 	 my̆th	
	
c	for	k	 	 căn	
ç	for	s	 	 çite	
çh	for	sh	 çhāise	
ch	for	k	 chāos	
ġ	for	j	 	 ġem	
n	for	ng	 ĭnk	
s	for	z	 	 ăs	
x	for	gz	 exact	
	
		


